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Program

1. Defining sovereignty
2. Tax sovereignty and the BEPS project
3. The Dutch Caribbean islands & the power to tax
4. Conclusion
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Sovereign states & non-sovereign states

1. Sovereign states
2. Subnational jurisdictions
3. Non-sovereign territories

• Dutch Caribbean islands
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Sovereign states and non-sovereign states
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Map created by

Landon Yarrington in 2011
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Map created by Jeff Blossom 

and Yarimar Bonilla in 2015



Visualizing Sovereignty
By Yarimar Bonilla
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The power to tax

An exercise of sovereign power

A carte blanche to tax?

Allocating taxing powers: the Financial Committee of the 
League of Nations (1921)
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OECD Harmful tax competition 

• No or low income taxes

• Ring-fencing regimes

• Lack of transparency

• Lack of exchange of information



“MINISTERS RECOGNIZED THAT TAX COMPETITION COULD IN FACT 

BE HELPFUL, AND NOT HARMFUL, BECAUSE IT CAN FURTHER SPUR 

GOVERNMENTS TO CREATE FISCAL ENVIRONMENTS CONDUCTIVE TO 

GENERATING GROWTH AND EMPLOYMENT” – COMMONWEALTH 

FINANCE MINISTERS COMMUNIQUE, SEPTEMBER 2000.
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OECD releases latest results on preferential 

regimes 
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It is not only about sovereignty, it is about power

Islands do not have an effective power on their 
own

The powerful states are setting the standards

Using tax power in the modern world leads to less 
tax sovereignty

Concluding


